
Michigan High School Athletic Association

1661 Ramblewood Drive
East Lansing, MI 48823-7392

Date

To Whom It May Concern:

This letter is intended to request an immediate decision on an appeal for _________  to participate in ___________________, which starts ___________, to ensure his federal educational rights are upheld.

__________ is living in a homeless situation, as defined by Section 725 of the federal McKinney-Vento Act. 
Under federal law, school districts must eliminate barriers to school enrollment and retention for these students. Enrollment is defined as attending school and participating fully in school activities. 42 U.S.C. §11434A(1). According to guidance from the National Association for the Education of Homeless Children and Youth and the National Law Center on Homelessness & Poverty, as well as guidance from the Michigan Department of Education, sports and other extra-curricular activities are school activities. Courts have determined that school athletic associations are generally considered to be part of the state due to their close relationship with the state. Therefore, athletic associations must comply with McKinney-Vento to remove barriers by exempting homeless students from sports participation rules that students cannot meet due to their homelessness and mobility. This student has no other place to live.

__________ has the federal right to participate in ____________, and it is in his best interest to do so. 

Sincerely,

Cc Pam Kies-Lowe, Michigan Department of Education, Kies-LoweP@michigan.gov
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